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COPY of a Letter written by Direction of The Lord 
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of Galway. 

Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 19 June 1843. 



Secretary's Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 

My Lord, 23 May 1843. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter of the 19th 
instant, stating that it was your intention to attend the Repeal Meeting 
at Caltra, as well as that which is to be held in Athlone ; and I am directed 
by the Lord Chancellor to inform your Lordship, that he regrets he has felt it 
his duty to direct your Lordship to be superseded as a Magistrate for the 
county of Galway. It has been his earnest desire not to interfere with the 
expression of opinion by any Magistrate in favour of Repeal ; although, from 
his first arrival here, he deemed it inconsistent with the determination of Her 
Majesty’s Government to uphold the Dnion between Great Britain and Ireland, 
to appoint as a Magistrate any person pledged to the Repeal of that Union. 
Her Majesty’s Government having recently declared in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment their fixed determination to maintain the Union, it becomes the duty of 
the Members of the Government to support that declaration. 'Iheallegation 
that the numerous Repeal Meetings are not illegal, does not diminish their 
inevitable tendency to outrage ; and, considering the subject in all its bearings, 
it is the opinion of the Lord Chancellor that such Meetings are not in Ae 
spirit of the Constitution, and may become dangerous to the safety of the 
State. It is necessary, therefore, that the Government should be able to place 
a firm reliance on the watchfulness and determination of the Magistracy to 
preserve the public peace. A Magistrate who presides over or forms a part of 
such a meeting can neither be prepared to repress violence, nor could he be 
expected to act against a body for whose offence he w'ould himself be respon- 
sible. To such persons the preservation of the public peace, during the present 
agitation, cannot be safely entrusted. Your Lordship’s determination to preside 
over such a Meeting, immediately after the declai'ations in Parliament, proves 
to the Lord Chancellor that the time has arrived for evincing the determination 
of this Government to delegate no power to those who seek by such measures as 
are now pursued to dissolve the Legislative Union. To allow such persons any 
longer to remain in the Commission of the Peace would be to afford the power 
of the Crown to the carrying of a measure which Her Majesly has, like her 
Predecessor, expressed her determination to prevent. This view of the case, 
which the step taken by your Lordship has forced upon the attention of the 
Lord Chancellor, will compel him at once to supersede any other Magistrates 
who, since the declarations in Parliament, have attended like Repeal Meetings. 
He thinks that such a measure is not at variance with the resolution of the 
Government, whilst they watch over public tranquillity and oppose the Repeal 
movement, still to act with forbearance and conciliation, and to devote their best 
energies to improve the institutions and promote the prosperity of Ireland. 

I have, &c. 

The Lord Ffrench, (signed) Henri/ Sugden, Secretary. 

&c. &c. &c. 

(A True Copy.) 

(signed) Henry Sugden, Secretary. 
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